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Featured Story

Today ISB hosted the Boys SKAC Middle School Volleyball Finals. Teams from across southern Korea

participated in some friendly, fun, competitive sport. The Girls Tournament was hosted across town at

Busan Foreign School. We would like to congratulate the students for playing with tenacity, passion and

determination. We would also like to thank our Athletics and Activities Director, Mark Howarth for providing

such a well-organised tournament for the visiting SKAC schools.



Whole School News

Student-led conferences take place in

the Elementary School and Parent

Teacher Student Conferences take

place in the Secondary School on

Wednesday 1st March 2023. Please

register attendance with the booking

system emailed to parents this week.

We look forward to a day dedicated

to discussing and celebrating student

learning! Please note that the school

is closed on this day to facilitate the

conferences.

A Fond Farewell to Minsu Lee

Yesterday was the last day for

our Admissions Secretary,

Minsu Lee. She has

contributed enormously to the

smooth running of our school

since 2012. On behalf of the

entire ISB community, we

would like to say thank you for

the contribution she has made

and wish her the very best for

the future.  Minsu will be

leaving ISB to spend more

time with her young family.

“Dear ISB community,

I never thought this day would come, but here we are. It was an honour to work in the ISB community and get

to know each one of you. Thank you for all your love and kind support. I really appreciate it. My years here

were memorable, and I learned so much from my experience at ISB. Goodbye to you all. Kind Regards, Minsu

Lee.”



Whole School News

40th Anniversary

Preparations are in full swing for the 40th Anniversary of the International

School of Busan! Our official community-wide celebratory event will take

place on Wednesday 27th September. In the run-up to the big birthday

party we will be adding some additional 40th anniversary branding and

signage to the campus.

The work will take place on Saturday from 10.00 am until 5.00 pm. Please

be careful if you plan to be on campus on Saturday and avoid the areas

directly under the installation work.

Secondary Drama Production

The International School of Busan is proud to

announce its upcoming production of "Haroun

and the Sea of Stories" by renowned author

Salman Rushdie. The play will be performed by

the school's talented students and promises to be

an unforgettable experience for all who attend.

The performance is scheduled for 6.00pm on

Friday 10th March and is expected to run for

approximately 90 minutes. The play is

appropriate for all ages, and admission is free,

making it an ideal outing for families and anyone

with a love for the arts.

"Haroun and the Sea of Stories" is a beloved

classic that tells the story of a young boy named

Haroun who embarks on a magical adventure to

restore the flow of stories to the world. The play

features big characters and bright costumes that

are sure to capture the imagination of audiences

of all ages. The production also explores themes

of creativity, courage, and the power of

storytelling.

The International School of Busan invites everyone to join us for an unforgettable evening of theatre!

Bus Service

Please be advised that due to the end of season 2 ASA’s, there will not be any late buses departing at 16:40 for

the next two weeks until 10th March. The afternoon bus at 15:40 will be the same number as the morning

bus. Please ensure that students do not miss the bus because of this change.



From the Head of School

South Korean Activities Conference (SKAC) Head of School Meeting

This morning ISB hosted the first SKAC Head of School meeting since 2019. The

Heads of School spent the morning discussing the philosophy and organisation of

the Conference for the 2023-2024 academic year. We are aiming to provide a

range of safe, well-organised activities and sports tournaments next year for our

students in all age divisions (Upper Elementary, Middle School and High School). It

was a productive meeting that we hope will lead to improved experiences and

opportunities for our students next year.
Simon McCloskey

From the Elementary Principal

This week we have been celebrating Home & Family Language Week with a range

of activities including visiting parent speakers reading stories in their home

language to classes.

We have also enjoyed break time music in a range of languages and displays of

books in a variety of languages. ISB celebrates the diversity of languages and

cultures in our community!

Kevin Smith



PYP Learning Focus

Student-Led Conferences

Our Student Led Conferences (SLC) will take place on the

1st March. During a student-led conference the student is

the guide in discussions and/or explanations about

different aspects of their learning. The teacher’s role is to

prepare the student before the conference, but on the

conference day the student acts independently. Each

student will share their learning from different subjects

with their parents. This will not be a confidential meeting since there will be other students and parents in the

same learning area. Please sign up for a meeting time as part of your child’s SLC which will involve a planned

selection of learning examples from a range of subject areas.

학생 주도 컨퍼런스(SLC)가 교내에서 3월1일 이뤄집니다. 학생 주도 컨퍼런스에서  학생은학습의

다양한 측면에 대한 토론 및 설명을 가이드합니다.  교사의 역할은 학생들의 컨퍼런스 준비를 돕고, 당일

컨퍼런스는 학생의 자발적 주도로 진행됩니다. 각 학생들은 여러 과목의 학습 내용들을 부모님과 함께

공유할것입니다.  학생, 학부모 그리고 교사가 함께하는 3-Way 컨퍼런스가 이번 학생주도 컨퍼런스 중

일부 시간 함께 진행될것입니다.

컨퍼런스에는 급우들과 다른 학부모님들도 동시간대에 함께 참여할것이기에 개별적 미팅이 아님을

알려드립니다.  자녀가 다양한 주제 영역에서 학습 예제를 선택하여 준비한 SLC에 참여하기 위하여 참가

가능 한 시간을링크를 통하여 등록해주세요.

Your child has been working very hard to prepare for this event. They have selected work samples from all

areas of learning to illustrate their progress, analyze their strengths and challenges as a learner, and set

potential goals for the remainder of the school year.  For more information about what to expect and how to

support your child during their SLC, please see this document that was shared earlier.

이번 SLC를 위해  아이들은 매우 열심히 준비해왔습니다. 그들은 그들 학습의 모든 영역에서 예제들을
선택하여 진행 상황을 설명하고, 학습자로서의 강점과 도전적과제 그리고 남은 학기 동안 성취하려는
목표를 설정합니다.  SLC를 통한 기대점과 SLC가 진행되는동안 어떻게 아이들을 서포트해줄 수 있는지에
자세한 정보는 지난주에 발송해드린 뉴스레터에
참조된지침서를 참고 부탁드립니다.

PYP Art

Using the elements of art: Line, Color, Shape and

amazing creativity, students from different grades

wrote “Hello” in their home and family language. G1

and Kindy had a crafting activity and created

beautiful flags from their country.

Home & Family Languages in Grade 1

Grade 1 students enjoyed having their parents come

in to read during Home and Family Languages Week.

It was a chance for students to practice their

comprehension skills by looking at pictures and listening for key words.

https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/6cfms
https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/6cfms
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15KNFwAD0Iq_Sdl-Xs6W9Uh0CIV6OhtcV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15KNFwAD0Iq_Sdl-Xs6W9Uh0CIV6OhtcV/view?usp=sharing


Healthy Snacks Reminder

From the Parent Handbook: “To support a healthy learning

environment, we encourage our students to make healthy food

choices. Food and drinks that fuel physical development will

increase students’ ability to concentrate, leading to increased

academic achievement. We appreciate your support in sending

healthy snack options to school, such as fruits, vegetables, whole

grains, and proteins.

Sweets, candies, chocolates, sugar-rich drinks, etc. are not

appropriate and it is requested that they are not sent to school. A

morning snack should be provided from home for each student. Chewing gum is not permitted on the school

premises.” Thank you for helping to keep our campus a healthy, happy learning environment for all!

Grade 5 Science Experiments

After weeks of learning about the wonders of science and experimenting, Grade 5 completed their ‘How the

world works’ unit and investigations with a final series of experiments creating bouncy rubber eggs. They then

presented all of their learning from the last few weeks to their teachers and peers. This was a fascinating unit

for our learners but an exciting, new challenge lies ahead for them over the next few months - The Grade 5

PYP Exhibition is coming!

In music lessons, grade 5 students have been using their scientific knowledge to design and conduct

experiments. Students were interested to see how far the sound of different instruments could travel, if sound

really travels through string, and to test which instruments can be heard through walls and windows. Well

done scientists for some interesting experiments!



Grade 3 Forces & Motion

Grade 3 has been inquiring into Forces and Motion as part of their Unit of Inquiry. We used ramps with

different materials to test the force of friction. We had some obstacles as scientists but reflected and

improved our experiments. Then we also had a time to play with a variety of different magnets to test out the

force of magnetism. We tried to make paperclips float and made many interesting observations about

magnets. This afternoon we visited the Science Museum and went on a Simple Machine photo hunt to find as

many simple machines as possible. We hope to share some fun and interesting photos after our trip.



From the Secondary Principal

Walking around the school, I cannot help but be amazed at the great opportunities

that our students have by attending our school. I recently visited a prestigious

school in Hong Kong and my conclusion is that our small school here in Busan can

compete with any school in the world.

This is because we have amazing students, teachers and we provide a caring, safe

and effective learning environment.  Walking through the school I see conceptually

driven and inquiry based learning. I see students producing quality work across

subjects. I see students participating in Math competitions, creating poetry,

discussing plays, creating characters, painting with connections to their own

culture and producing inspiring music. Good stuff.

Gilles Buck

Wednesday 1st March Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences

On Wednesday 1st March, from 8am - 4:30pm we will be hosting the ISB Secondary School

Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences. Parents can attend these conferences either in person on the ISB

campus, or via a Google Meet link virtually. Students are encouraged to attend the conferences with their

parents. Attending the conferences with your child gives you the opportunity to again meet with each of

your child’s teachers and discuss ‘next steps’ for their improvement.  By involving students, we are inviting

them to play an active role in their learning. Students should be actively discussing their progress and

developing a plan for improvement.

To ensure that you get the most out of the experience it is important to speak with your child, review their

report and identify any areas that you would like to explore in more depth with the teacher during the

conferences. Once you have made an appointment to speak with the teacher via the link below, the final

schedule for the conferences will be shared with teachers. Please understand that once the booking

schedule is closed, it will be extremely difficult to add interview times. The booking window will close at

noon (12:00pm) on Tuesday 28th February.

Please note, it is highly recommended that if you want to attend the meetings virtually using Google Meet,

you should use a laptop for the best experience. If you do not have a personal Google/Gmail address, you

must use a laptop to access the virtual meetings.

Date: Wednesday 1st March 2023

Time: 8:00am - 4:30pm

Location: In Person or virtual with Google Meet

When you are making an appointment you need to do the following:

1. https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/tmv5e

2. Make your bookings for the conferences.

College Corner - Brand New Edition

Our College Counselor, GJ Johnson, will be updating College Counseling information in this section of the

Newsletter every other week. Here is this week's edition of the College Counseling letter.

https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/tmv5e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xfA0zaVPsMYNqKGmzlzCRWanW5NQrkzE2WZgsikRWW8/edit


Secondary Learning Focus

Design Department

We are proud to announce that our DP Design Technology

students are currently finalising their prototypes for their

final IA projects. This is a crucial phase of their project, as

they will be testing the functionality, reliability, and

effectiveness of their designs. The process of creating a

prototype is no easy feat, as it requires a lot of workshop

skills, careful planning and measuring, and patience to put

all the parts together very well. Our students have been

working tirelessly to ensure that every component of their

designs is assembled correctly and that the final product meets the intended purpose.

The process of creating a prototype involves a lot of trial and error, and our students have had to make several

adjustments and revisions to their designs to ensure they work correctly. However, with hard work and

dedication, they have been able to overcome every obstacle and create exceptional designs.

We are confident that the prototypes our students have developed will perform exceptionally well during

testing. We encourage you to support our students as they prepare to test their designs, as it will help them

gain a better understanding of the challenges that arise during the design process.

We congratulate our Grade 12 DP Design Technology students on their progress so far, and we look forward to

seeing their final designs. We believe they will be outstanding examples of creativity, innovation, and

excellence in design. It's been a pleasure to work with these students over the last two years.



Grade 6

Grade 6 students have recently completed their work on Car City, an exciting Design unit that helped

introduce them to many of the different processes in Design, such as 3D modelling and printing, laser cutting

and woodworking. The core focus of the unit was to address a community need and in this case, our

community was the Grade 1 students.

After receiving instructions from their Grade 1 clients, they set about creating a variety of toys and

contraptions that the Grade 1 students can use when learning about Transportation in their own unit. Handing

over the completed work was a roaring success and all the students enjoyed the experience immensely. Our

Grade 6 students learned practical skills as well as many other skills about

testing products, understanding target audiences and collaborating to

achieve a common goal.

They will now be moving onto their next unit, which focuses on helping

out Hammy the Hungry Hamster get food - by creating a marble run made

of simple machines! In the next few days, a real live Hammy will come to

live in our classroom, as the students devise plans to help him eat in an

entertaining way.

KISAC HS Girls Volleyball Finals

Last weekend the big two-day KISAC volleyball finals took place, and the ISB Girls A Team travelled to BFS. On

the first day (Friday), we had 7 matches in the round-robin pool

play and ended the day at 5-2 and the #2 seed going into the

second day. On Saturday, the girls started out strong, but we just

missed a chance to go to the Finals. When Coach Johnson was

asked about this, he said, “WOW! We played really well… we

just ran out of gas at the end. We only have 6 girls on the team,

so there are no substitutions or chances to take a rest. I think the

fatigue and emotional roller-coaster of a long two-day

tournament caught up with them. We are very proud of their

effort and the ISB fight they demonstrated. The good news is we

got to play a lot of volleyball, 11 or 12 matches, and learn a little about ourselves as a team and what we need

to work on before next week’s SKAC Finals.” When asked if Coach Johnson had any last words, he simply

stated, “Go Bears!!”



From the School Counselor

Navigating Technology with our Children

Hello ISB Parents! I hope that you are well. Navigating technology with our children can

be a difficult task for any parent, even for the most tech savvy among us.  Teaching our

children to use technology in a healthy, safe, and responsible way, and letting them

have fun and learn with many wonderful tools, while at the same time making sure that

they do not spend too much time behind a screen is no small undertaking! Please find

below, four articles from Common Sense Media that I hope will be useful for guiding

conversations at home with your loved ones (there are plenty of other helpful articles

and resources on the Common Media site).

What Are Some Basic Gaming and Social Media Rules for Elementary Schoolers?

4 Conversations to Have with Older Kids and Teens

About Their Screen Time Habits

Be a Role Model: 4 Ways to Balance Screen Time

Around Children

Parents' Ultimate Guide to Parental Controls

(Parental controls can keep your children' s

internet experiences safe, fun, and productive.

They work best when used openly and honestly in

partnership with your children.)

Common Sense also has a Parent Tips and FAQs section with resources for parents about a range of topics that

include: screentime, cell phones, social media, online safety, guides to Tik Tok, Snapchat, Fortnite, Minecraft

and tips for parents of children of all ages.

Warm regards, Ellenore Hibon - School Counselor

For other resources please visit the ISB Health and Wellbeing Resources page.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/what-are-some-basic-gaming-and-social-media-rules-for-elementary-schoolers
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/4-conversations-to-have-with-older-kids-and-teens-about-their-screen-time-habits
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/4-conversations-to-have-with-older-kids-and-teens-about-their-screen-time-habits
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/be-a-role-model-4-ways-to-balance-screen-time-around-children
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/be-a-role-model-4-ways-to-balance-screen-time-around-children
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-parental-controls
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parents-ultimate-guides
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MxbFQRysNnGLt7iJx2bsi8kVlkfs7P86rFk7ehrnTsc/edit

