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PYP Music Concert

Yesterday we had over thirty musicians performing to a student and parent audience at our annual PYP Music

Concert. The ukulele elective began with a performance of their best songs. Then we had 16 piano soloists all

performing on stage. The concert concluded with a wonderful rendition of the greatest hits of the guitar

elective. Congratulations to all of our talented performers, we are very proud of you. We would like to say a

special well done to Pete and Naahn who performed the ukulele, piano and guitar! Also, a big thank you to the

music elective teachers - Ms Amanda, Ms Ray and Mr Smith. We’ll share the video with you soon!



Whole School News

Annual General Meeting

We would like to thank all parents who attended the ISB Annual General Meeting last night. Due to the lack of

a quorum at the meeting (a quorum is 30% of eligible votes either in attendance or by absentee ballot), the

voting for Board of Governors candidates could not take place. In these circumstances the vacant position is

nominated by the Chairperson and approved by a majority of the Board of Governors. This process will take

place at the next Board of Governors meeting in August.

Tuition Fees for the 2022-2023 Academic Year

One of the most important jobs that the Board of Governors faces each year is the review of the annual

budget and the task of setting tuition. This work is taken very seriously and the first priority is to maintain the

quality of the educational programmes at ISB, while ensuring accessibility and affordability.

ISB is a not-for-profit

institution. It does not receive

any subsidies from the Korean

government for its operation. It

is fully funded by school fees

and donations.

The average tuition fee

increase over the past 10 years

has been 4.3%. This year, the

Board has been able to limit

the rise in tuition for the

2022-2023 school year to a

2.5% increase.

Bus Fees for 2022-2023

The school’s transportation

service is outsourced to an

external provider (Dongyeong

Tour). The average bus fee

increase with the current

provider has been 6.2%.

The rise in the transportation

fee for the 2022-23 academic

year will be 2.5%.

There will be no increase in the Capital Development Fee, Technology Development Fee, Application Fee or
Enrollment Fee.



Whole School News

ISB Typing Challenge

All month long you may have noticed your ISB student busily tapping away at their keyboard. This is because

we have just concluded the month-long ISB Typing Challenge! Students from grades 4-12 worked to improve

their touch typing skills by using an array of fun and gamified touch typing tools.

People might wonder why a seemingly old-school skill like touch typing is something we would still dedicate

time to in school. Despite all of our technological advances in the past few years, the keyboard remains the

king of input tools and they do not appear to be going anywhere for a long while.

Touch typing unlocks a level of fluency

while working with a device that allows

students to get more done, spend less time

on a screen, focus deeply and have better

ergonomic health. It is one of the key ways

that we as a school can support students in

becoming digitally literate learners who are

skillful with their technology tools. To keep

those little fingers motivated, we celebrated

each week’s goal (practice, accuracy, speed,

high score) with special prizes.

If you yourself have never learned how to

touch type, why not start your own family

touch typing challenge and learn alongside

your children! Common Sense Media has a

wonderful list (bit.ly/3LkAyjn) of typing tools that you can use with your children at home to reinforce touch

typing skills all year long.

https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-typing-games-for-students


From the Head of School

Community Survey

Each year we share a community survey with students, parents and teachers at ISB.

The survey helps us to identify the things we do well and the things that we can do to

improve. As a school, we are committed to a continuous process of evaluation,

reflection, development and improvement. We want to ensure that the work we do is

driven by our guiding statements and that we continually focus on the quality of

teaching, student learning, safeguarding and wellbeing. To help us in our work, we are

asking all parents to complete the annual community survey. The responses provided

will contribute to our decision making and future strategic planning. Please check your

inbox to find the email containing the survey link that was sent this week.

Simon McCloskey

The survey should take no more than ten minutes to complete. Questions are written in both Korean and

English to ensure that they are accessible. Thank you in advance for providing your feedback to help us

celebrate what we do well and to guide our work as we strive to develop and improve our school for your

children.

2022-2023 Parent Handbook Published

Please note that the ISB Parent Handbook for the 2022-2023 Academic Year has now been published on the

school website. We hope that the information provided in the handbook provides you with all the

information you need to understand how our school works. If you have any suggestions for additional

information that you think may be required, please do not hesitate to let us know.

The Class of 2022

I would like to congratulate our Grade 12 students who completed their IB Diploma Examinations this week.

We are extremely proud of the ISB Class of 2022. Below is the latest list of college acceptances. We now look

forward to Graduation Day on Tuesday 24th May!

https://www.isbusan.org/guiding-statements
https://www.isbusan.org/_files/ugd/f2b74e_227917d15db7470088d3b76dadd187ca.pdf


From the Elementary Principal

The warm weather has arrived and Elementary is taking full advantage! This week we

have enjoyed numerous fun, safe and healthy field trips with students from Early

Years to Grade 4 exploring both natural (river, island and beach) as well as man-made

(art village) environments. Another highlight this week was the PYP Music Concert in

which students performed to their peers and parents. It was a terrific cultural event!

Kevin Smith

PYP Learning Focus

KG and Grade 4 Beach Day

On Monday Kindergarten and Grade 4 went to Songjeong beach for the day. We played on the sand, had lunch

and dipped our toes in the water, it was chilly! Grade 4 and Kindergarten have been buddy classes this year

and were happy to spend time together outside school. Thanks to everyone who was able to join us on the

day.

On Wednesday 18th, Grade 2 also took a lovely walk from campus to SongJeong beach where they enjoyed

the weather, played in the sand and got their feet wet in the ocean! They were then allowed to buy an ice

cream at the local shop as part of their unit of inquiry ‘How We Organize Ourselves’ where the students have

been exploring how people create systems to exchange and trade goods. Well done on a 3km hike G2!



Early Years PE Nature Hike

Students in early years enjoyed the new nature trail as part of a PE lesson. They explored the beautiful plants

and trees that we have on campus and enjoyed the new pathway. They climbed over logs, walked through the

tunnels and had fun collecting pine cones and interesting sticks. It was wonderful to explore the nature that

our campus has to offer.

Grade 5 Maths investigations

To celebrate the warm weather, Grade 5 went outside to play some maths workplaces on the playground.

Students practised a new game called Roll Five, where they were able to use their critical and creative thinking

to make equations to reach a target number. Our mathematicians were using different operations,

parentheses, and even exponents to get to their goal number. It was fantastic enjoying the sun and practising

our maths skills!

Kindergarten Ice Lolly Inquiry

Last week some of the students in Kindergarten decided to

experiment with freezing things and making ice lollies. This

led to them deciding that they would make an ice lolly stand.

They originally used some materials from the recycling area to

make their ice lollies.



Afterward, we decided to see if we could find some of the plastic ice lolly moulds that are easier to use as the

stick stands up. We looked on Coupang and even got Ms. Esther to type in Korean for us but they only had a

few and they were very expensive. We sent Ms. Caro to IKEA to find some that were not so expensive. On

Friday we went on a walk to the Mart near Noah's house to buy some juice as we decided that we would like

some flavoured ice lollies. Also, we knew there was a playground on the way back, so we had a quick play in

Greencore.

On Friday lunchtime we each made an ice lolly and then had to wait patiently for them to freeze. On Monday

we couldn't eat them as we went to the beach so on Tuesday afternoon we finally got to eat our ice lollies.

When we finished, we immediately made some more to eat on Thursday. We are thinking of using some of the

recipe books we borrowed from the library to make some more things. Please let us know if you want to help

us become master cooks.

MYP Information Session

Parents of Grade 5 students are invited to an

information session about the Middle Years

Programme (MYP) at ISB on Monday May 30th,

8.30am - 9.30am. The MYP includes students in

Grades 6 - 10. At this session you will learn about

the curriculum model and will have an

opportunity to ask questions about subject

choices. Please fill in this form if you are able to

attend.

Early Years 1 Baby Chicks

EY1 has been doing some cracking investigation into the life cycle of a chicken. Our EY teachers purchased the

appropriate apparatus required to provide a safe environment to incubate and hatch chicks. Well, after a long

wait, the baby chicks finally made an appearance! Our students (and teachers) were very excited, and will

enjoy observing and caring for the chicks until they are old enough to be sent to live happily on a local farm.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2_PXoLaoXIGosyMNBFScITwNUJEri5lXB3cUYYN6-A_NkPw/viewform


PYP Music Concert Pictures



From the Secondary Principal

Another busy and enjoyable week comes to an end in the Secondary School.

E-Assessments continue to test and challenge the students in Grade 10. It is

however so nice to see how seriously the students are taking this task - working on

all questions to the end of their allocated time. Thank you to Ms Montague and Mr

Plotzki for all their work behind the scenes to arrange for the exams to go so

smoothly. It was also a wonderful site to see and experience the Middle School

Basketball Tournament at ISB last Friday. The matches were tremendous and very

very close. Al Roland

Congratulations to all participants for the terrific manner in which the matches were conducted. All teams

played well with the Boys A Team ending up winning their division of the tournament by a clear margin. The

girls team in the meantime battled away at BFS finishing second in a close battle. Thank you to all the coaches

for their efforts over the season to bring the best out in the students both in skill and attitude. A big thank

you to Mr Gysbers for stepping in at the last minute to run the tournament after Mr Wilson, who had initially

organised the tournament, was unable to attend.

Secondary Learning Focus

This week we also saw the

conclusion of the IB DP

examinations for yet another

year. Thank you to Ms

Shenstone for arranging all

the necessary schedules for

the teachers who expertly

arrived at every exam with a

clear understanding of their

role. They all went smoothly.

The first picture shows the

penultimate group - Chemistry! And the far right shows our final finisher! Last but certainly not least!



It is so nice to wander down the corridors of the secondary

building and see the wonderful displays arranged so expertly

- all of which creates a tremendous learning atmosphere for

the students. Thank you to the wonderful teachers in the

secondary school. What wonderful corridors!

Drama Contributions

As we approach the end of the academic year, the drama

classes across the MYP are starting to wrap up their various

performance projects.

Grade 6 have taken on the task of retelling a number of lesser known folktales and myths, often settling on

ones which have somewhat less happy endings! Stories include The Fox Sister, The Pied Piper, and

Prometheus. The students are working together to dramatise these stories through both dramatic physical

scenes and narration. It’s going to be a lot of fun!

Grade 7 have just successfully finished recording their binaural horror stories. Using 3D positional

microphones, they’ve made creepy scenarios with layered sound effects and live performance, that should

hopefully leave our listeners feeling suitably creeped

out!



Grade 8 are now working on lighting design for their short devised performances. They’ve been planning out

the lighting that best supports their ideas, and getting used to how to perform with it. This should be excellent

preparation for the performance work they will do in grade 9 for those who choose Drama.

Grade 9 are now rehearsing at breakneck pace to get their show ‘10 Ways to Survive the Zombie Apocalypse’

ready for their performance early next month. They are learning how to work off script, keep the energy of the

piece going, and how to squeeze every drop of comedy out of each action and word!

Don’t forget that ISB24 is just around the corner! Fundraising is underway and we’re looking forward to

welcoming you to our campus to take part in our biggest annual whole-school charity fundraiser.

All the money raised will go to our local cancer treatment and research centre, DIRAMS, and fundraising

activities are happening throughout all the homeroom classes and more! Join us now! #bettertogether

Explosive Science!

Grade 11 Chemistry and Physics students

were reviewing the relationships of ideal

gases. As the dry ice CO2 sublimates, it

increases the number of gas particles,

increasing the pressure in the bottle until

failure. Then BOOM!

The students had a wonderful time waiting for

the big bang as you can hear in the video

recorded by Danny.

https://forms.gle/fax7reYj8TnQpCEu9
https://fb.watch/d6RJdv9amU/
https://fb.watch/d6RJdv9amU/


ISB Eco-Schools Activities

ISB’s New Nature Trail!

ISB now has a beautiful Nature Trail on campus! The trail runs behind the gymnasium

in the wooded area, and extends from the far end of the outside elementary

basketball courts to the far end of the soccer field. The Nature Trail will be used for

educational purposes, a place to relax, and to have fun and enjoy nature. Here you can

see pictures of the Early Years being outside enjoying the trail.

At the end of the trail there is an open spacious area under lovely pine trees for students to read, reflect,

draw, have discussions, or just enjoy playing in nature. Please click this link to ISB’s Twitter account to see a full

time-lapsed video of the trail from beginning to end.

Go green, keep it clean
From the PTA

The PTA is getting everything ready for Graduation 2022, next Tuesday 24th May! We’re keeping everything

under wraps so it will be a lovely surprise for students and parents at the event! See you next week!

https://twitter.com/ISBLearning/status/1526072469979041793

